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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 January 2006 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 12-31 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 12-31 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because Fig. 2 needs legends in order to show 
claimed features. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If 
a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered 
and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date 
of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: at the end of line 
4, there should not be a period since the sentence continues onto line 5. 
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Claim 14 is objected to because of the following informalities: at begging of line 
1 , the words "display and" should be deleted. 

Claim 15 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 4, 2nd and 3 rd 
word "voice output" are redundant and should be deleted. 

Claim 23 is objected to because of the following informalities: at begging of line 
1 , the words "display and" should be deleted. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 12, 14-23, 25, 27, 29-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mclain et al (US 7280035). 

As to claim 12, 14-15, referring to Fig. 2, Mclain et al disclosed methods and 
apparatus for vehicle door swing detection and protection having the claimed limitations, 
comprising measuring distance D between the door and the object (i.e. urgency level), 
comparing D(INIT) to D(SAFE) where D(INIT) is the distance to the object before the 
door is opened and D(SAFE) is a distance from the vehicle reached by the door at its 
maximum possible outward movement absent the object, and determining whether the 
door is moving toward the object, and if so turning on a warning (col. 1 , line 59-66); the 
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controller activates a first driver warning when the initial door-to-object spacing 
D(INIT)<D(SAFE), the maximum outward door reach absent the object. A second 
warning is desirably added when the door begins moving toward the object or has 
reached about (D(INIT))/2 (col. 1 , line 48-53); the first warning is merely visual but this is 
not essential (col. 5, line 26-27), audible warning unit 481 can be used to sound a 
buzzer or tone or speak (i.e. low level) (col. 5, line 21 -22); In step 1 1 6 (i.e. high degree 
of urgency), more urgent condition is announced by warning unit 48 and the audible 
warning tone or buzzer or voice can be increased in volume (i.e. high level) or begin 
warbling or speak a difference message (col. 5, line 57-61). 

As to claim 16, Mclain et al disclosed the audible warning speak a difference 
message (e.g., "Watch out! Watch out! Door bump imminent on the left/right!", etc.) (i.e. 
a type of danger) (col. 5, line 59-61 ). 

As to claim 17, referring to Fig. 2, Mclain et al disclosed door sensors 52 used in 
evaluating situation. 



As to claim 18, the claim 


is interpreted and rejected a 


s claim 


12. 


As to claim 19, the claim 


is interpreted and rejected a 


s claim 


14. 


As to claim 20, the claim 


is interpreted and rejected as claim 


15. 


As to claim 21 , the claim 


is interpreted and rejected as claim 


16. 


As to claim 22, the claim 


is interpreted and rejected a 


s claim 


17. 


As to claim 23, the claim 


is interpreted and rejected a 


s claim 


14. 


As to claim 25, the claim 


is interpreted and rejected a 


s claim 


15. 


As to claim 27, the claim 


is interpreted and rejected a 


s claim 


16. 
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As to claim 29, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 14. 
As to claim 30, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 15. 
As to claim 31, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 16. 

Claims 13, 24, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Saito (US Pub. 2001/0008992). 

As to claim 13 and 24, referring to Fig. 1 , Saito disclosed a periphery monitoring 
device for vehicle having claimed limitations, wherein if the expected timing of collision 
is earlier than a prescribed timing, under the decision that there is a high degree of 
danger, an audio guidance signal is issued so that the speaker 71 announces that 
"Collision occurs", "Immediately avoid the collision". On the other hand, if the expected 
timing of collision is not earlier than the prescribed timing, under the decision that there 
is a low degree of danger, the audio guidance signal is issued so that "Collision may 
occur", "Pay attention" 0J0088). 

As to claim 28, still referring to Fig. 1 , Saito disclosed a speed detection 3 (i.e. 
sensor). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Saito in 
view of Iwasaki et al (US 609731 1 ). 

As to claim 26, Saito did not disclose a warning includes a type of danger. 
However, it is known in the art to have a warning including a type of danger. Iwasaki et 
al teach a warning device for vehicle wherein when this judgment finds the rear-end 
collision alarm as the answer, the rear-end collision alarm is displayed, namely the red 
color LED 22c disposed in the display part 10 is flickered (step S123). When the 
judgment finds the car-to-car alert alarm as the answer, the car-to-car alert alarm is 
displayed, namely the orange color LED 22b or the green color LED 22a is lighted (col. 
17, line 20-30). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art 
at the time of the invention to incorporate a warning including a type of danger in Saito's 
system since it is known in the art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hongmin Fan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2784. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffery Hofsass can be reached on 571-272-2981 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
HF 



/Davetta W. Goins/ 

Acting SPE of Art Unit 2612 



